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ofl et .-——- 
Auguet-38 £65 
Cain, James M. MILDRED PIERCE Knopf 
. The author of The Postman Always Pings Twice and Serenade turns from the 


shock technique of both of these to present an incisive, full length portrait of a 
woman in business, and her emotional dependency on her coldblooded, greedy, captious 
daughter - Veda. There is much of Dreiser in the portraiture, a solid, sound picture 
of personality and emotional strains and stresses, tensed to breaking points. There 
is also a thematic resemblance to Fannie Hurst's Imitation of Life. In slow, sure 
fashion Mildred emerges, in all her strong weaknesses and weak strengths, in her re- 
lations with the husband she kicks out, with her lovers, and with Veda whom she fears 
and respects. And there is her golden touch in the restaurant business, originating 
in her ability to make pies. A climax is reached when Veda, now a radio star, steals 
her mother's second husband, Monty, and Mildred, stripped of her wealth, daughter and 
possessions remarries her first husband. Less thunder and lightning, less flamboyance, 
than in his previous books - but there is the same knowledge of people, and narrative 


momentum which carries the book, and the reader, right along. Sure sales and rentals. 
$2.50 


September 5 
Swinnerton, Frank THE FORTUNATE LADY Doubleday, Doran 


Another practised, mature, sympathetic novel by a sure craftsman - which 
despite many elements which are synthetic, melodramatic, is sound enough reading. 
Briefly it is the story of a twisted character that straightens itself out through 
the years - that of Lucien Oldbury who tells the story in retrospect, having reached 
serenity. Morose, prickly, ambitious, his years of youth were years of unrest and 
dissatisfaction - particularly when his only friend marries Catherine, a tiny and 
lovely creature who fought the resentment and shackles of her family all her life. 
It is only after many years which bring unhappy marriages, blunders, for both - and 
blindness to Catherine - that they eventually come together again and find profound 
happiness. His story, her story, briefly their story - and consistently readable. 


$2.75 
2,0 
September 24 
de la Roche, Mazo WAKEFIELD'S COURSE Little, Brown 


Here we have the Jalna tribe brought up to date, actually into 1940, and 
the part several of them play in the war. It is a distinctly better book - both from 
point of view of story and craftsmanship - than her recent additions to the series. 
The story itself strains credulity occasionally, but it's a good one. Wakefield has 
a chance encounter with a girl Molly, acting in the same play, they fall in love, 
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become engaged, and return to Jalna only to have their future blown skyhigh by the dis- 
closure that Molly is the result of Renny's "indiscretion" of years before. There is 
more to the story than this, Wake's enlistment in the war when he joins the R.A.F., 
Finch’s part in the war at Dunkirk, Renny's horse which wins the Grand National and 
reestablishes the family fortunes. The Whiteoaks followers will love it. $2.50 


OF SPECIAL NOTE 


August 4 
Bowen, Flizabeth LOOK AT ALL THOSE ROSES Knopf 
” Not a "Must Book" in terms of the big market - Elizabeth Bowen writes for 


the discriminating, and this book, a volume of short stories, is likely to sell less 
well than her novels. But many feel that she is England's finest woman writer, and 
the book is deserving of special attention. It is one for the discerning, the culti- 
vated, taste. Fastidious, alert, witty, subtle, hers is an immaculate art. She is 
concerned with a very private world, that of the frailties, the fallibilities, the 
small discontents and tragedies which underlie the surface of existence. Her stories 
are often not completely whole - they catch an episode, a perspective, a mood. Her 
characters, invariably charming, invariably uncertain, are always seeking for some 
change in themselves - in their circumstances - in society. Three of the finest 
(Reduced, Idle Tears, The Easter Egg Party) are about children, and are quite reminis- 
cent of Katherine Mansfield. All have their share of ironic poignancy, of verity, and 
of beauty. Perfection in small compass. $2.50 


A DARK HORSE 


August 18 
Steen, Marguerite THE SUN IS MY UNDOING Viking 
° Had this book come at the moment when Anthony Adverse was creating demand 


for picaresque literature, its success would have been unquestioned. I don’t think 
any novel - in its class - has appeared since that date which holds the interest so 
securely throughout its 1200 pages, too long for any book. An absorbing story, with 

a vast canvas - Bristol of the slave trading days, the Middle Passage, the Gold Coast, 
the African interior, Barbados and plantation life, Cuba and Creole society the 
Barbary Coast, once again England, London and Bristol. And the cast of characters, 
many threaded plots, are all brought together at the close as a devious romance is 
shattered and new patterns established. Matthew Flood, whose love was broken on the 
issue of slavery; Pallas, who chose the cause of abolition instead of happiness; the 
haunted line of tainted descendants from Matthew's passion for a Negro beauty; and 

the resultant crisscross of love and tragedy. The story begins and endg, in Bristol, 

a holding tale, superbly wrought, and there's the best picture of the slave trade I've 
read, comparing favorably with John Masefield's as a more rounded picture. But there 
is much that would be distasteful to conservatives - and librarians should read this 
for themselves. Publishers are going out for big promotion and advertising. Watch it, 
stock it. Literary Guild Selection for September. $3.00 


For A Light, Off Moment 


Kathleen Wallace's WITHOUT SIGNPOSTS (Putnam), another in the Stevenson-Orange line of 
pleasant, topical fiction - England at war; Barbara Tunnell Anderson's THE DAYS GROW 


COLD (Macmillan), a delicate picture of a childhood in the South; Gertrude Carrick's 
CONSIDER THE DAISIES (Lippincott) - the Vassar girls and you'll recognize them. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


July 25 
Wallace, Kathleen WITHOUT SIGNPOSTS Putnam 
* This comes under the heading of nice - in its nicest sense, for though it 


is romance really, under that superficiality there's a sense of reality in the story 
of Tamsin seeking and finding a place in the country for herself and her twin son 

and daughter. They all adore the Grange, recommended by Piers, many years in love 

with Tamsin; they like the refugee Countess and her granddaughter who run it; they 

are joined by a young doctor recuperating from an unsatisfactory love affair. All 

make their adjustments to the war summer of 1940 - find their philosophies for the 
future - face the problems of schooling, air raids, evacuees, and all aspects of 

people at war. And mother, daughter, doctor, and the village helper all find husbands. 
Likable characters, appealing touches, and a sense of the war as it influences every- 


day life. Superior to the usual romantic novel. $2.50 
August ?? 
Reiner, Max TIME NO LONGER Scribner 


A highpitched, tense picture of the incubus over Germany, Berlin, 1933, 
and the mounting power of Hitler as a background for the nightmare life of an unworld- 
ly writer, Karl, and his wife, Theresa. Karl is first made aware of the growing feel- 
ing against Jews when it affects his adopted brother, Eric,a Jew, engaged to marry 
Karl's younger sister, Gerda. Kurt, Karl's twin, is a fanatic devotee of the new 
regime and informs on Eric, who is murdered ~ and Gerda suicides. The focus changes, 
after these tragedies, to Theresa, who catalyzes the tragic bitter experiences of her 
own, Of her family, and friends, and works towards the regeneration of Germany through 
Karl. Another panel, and an impressive one, of the internal life of those undergoing 


the symptomatic changes throughout the world as first evidenced in Germany. be .50 
August 8 
Greig, Maysie THIS DESIRABLE BACHELOR Doubleday, Doran 


Another one of Maysie's daisies in the story of Amelia, a young minx of 
17, who comes to England to visit her father, Donald, and immediately proves difficult. 
There is Amelia's romance with a young actor, meeting stern opposition from Donald, 
and cautious handling by Diana, whom Donald engages as her companion. There is also 
Diana's love for her employer - which he wont recognize. All very familiar. $2.00 


Weeks, Fdward A. - Editor GREAT SHORT NOVELS Doubleday, Doran 


Literary Guild selection for August, this collection of twelve great short 
novels. Included are Thornton Wilder's The Bridge of San Luis Rey, John Steinbeck's 
Of Mice and Men, Conrad Richter's The Sea of Grass, Jean Kenyon Mackenzie's The 
Trader's Wife, Henry James' The Aspern Papers, John Galsworthy's The Apple-Tree, 
Joseph Conrad's The End of the Tether, Du Bose Heyward's Porgy, Lawrence Sterne's A 
Sentimental Journey, Herman Melville's Billy Budd, Foretopman, R. H. Mottram's The 
Spanish Farm, and Virginia Woolf's Jacob's Room. A select and well balanced compila- 
tion. $3.00 

August 11 


Wren, Percival Christopher THE UNIFORM OF GLORY Macrae Smith 


Slight, sentimental story of a batman, Denis Ducros, who impersonates his 
Colonel for a night and gets a chance of a lifetime for enjoyment - and for beneficial 
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deus-ex-machining. Conversant with all backstairs gossip, he censures officers and 
men of the Foreign Legion (African) that need it, helps a few lame ducks, makes it 

possible for the colonel's daughter to marry the man she loves, and spreads justice 
wherever he goes, including a lashing of the Madame of a local house - one of whose 


girls he frees and plans to marry. Lavender and no lace. $2.50 
August 11 
Chess, Elliot WALK AWAY FROM 'EM Coward McCann 


Facile, slick, pop stuff - better than usual of its kind. A streamlined 
job of an aviator's heart and character troubles, as Nicky Wayne, a headline transat- 
lantic flier, tangles with three women - his ex-wife, Jo, a neurotic dipsomaniac, 
Fran, and Toddy, young and untouched. Nicky is also hagridden by an offer to do a 
highpaying test job, and is forced to when his best friend is killed in a power dive. 
Nicky conquers himself and his fears and goes through with the offer - and gets his 
women straightened out besides. Sophisticated - good reading, for rentals. $2.00 


August 19 )~ 
Parsons, Vivian NOT WITHOUT HONOR Dodd, Mead 


The author of Lucien with another novel of the French Canadians, quiet in 
tenor, competent, and with a marked regional imprint. Here is the life and struggle 
of Joe La Tendresse, who, determined to stand on his own and escape the French in- 
grown community life, emigrates to Michigan where many of his country folk have 
settled. Here he confronts the same problem, the refusal to assimilate, to lose their 
nationalism, and Joe - insisting on the American way - is soon ostracized. He falls 
in love with the daughter of his chief antagonist, elopes with her, allies himself 
with the Italian section and works for their Americanization, and at the close bridges 
the gap between Italian and French, but only at the expense of one child and much 


suffering. Perfectly capable ~— but not for wide interest. $2.50 Lv 
August 22 
Attaway, William BLOOD ON THE FORGE Doubleday, Doran 


A second novel by a young Negro writer, this time of his own people, 
three brothers who leave sharecropping in Kentucky for the Eldorado of the West 
Virginia steel mills. It's a quite terrible book, blunt, crude, and with many of the 
heart-and-stomach turning qualities of Native Son. There, in the mills, is an even 
more relentless exploitation than in the fields, where colored men are hired to break 
strikes - lower wages. Dogfights, whores, whisky, the only releases from the blood 
and sweat of the forge. And of the disintegration of the three brothers, through the 
Mex girl, Anna, a whore, through blindness and death resulting from an accident - and 
strike - at the mill. Another indictment of social and racial abuses, but difficult 
to sell. $2.00 


Gibbs, Philip THE AMAZING SUMMER Doubleday, Doran 


Newsreel into fiction, Fngland over the summer of 1940 from the fall of 
France to the bombing of London. In the usual Gibbs manner, old school tie and hat. 
This is largely the story of the Moretons; Guy, a flier, who crashes in France, hides 
out and then makes his escape to England in an old fishing ketch; Anthea, the daughter, 
running a restaurant in London; David, the youngest, also in the air, and Gillian, the 
girl Guy loves. There is the De Gaulle activity fictionized through a French friend- 
the bombing of London with the death of Guy's Gillian - and the carry-on-England with 
David's death. Comparable in sales and rentals to his last two, mechanized fiction 


for a mechanized war. $2.50 
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Aupust <f ae 
Anderson, Barbara Tunnell THE DAYS GROW COLD Macmillan 
* Very charming and appealing, this delicate-toned story of the South (Okla- 


homa) and Lucinda, eleven, through whose eyes the pattern unfolds. The story element 
is slim, the quality of the book lies in the setting and the characters - and largely 
Lucinda. The scene is a small, dead town, living on its traditions of the past and 
particularly those of Castleton, a once great ancestral estate. Lucinda's mother can 
only see the decadence, the oppressive heat and stillness of the town but Lucinda, 
with a very self sufficient imagination, is captivated by the estate - by the mystery 
of the two ladies, mother and daughter, living there alone in utter penury - immolated 
before an old, and valuable, family portrait. There is also the young artist, Hardin, 
who returns to the town to bring art - and liberalism - to the community, and his col- 
laborator, Lucinda's schoolteacher. Nice touches throughout, in the family servant, 
Mittie, in the faithful retainer guarding the Castleton portrait, etc. A fresh and 


sensitive book, for specially appreciative customers. $2.50 
August 27 
Seifert, Shirley WATERS OF THE WILDERNESS Lippincott 


Solid, regional-historical romance, revolving around the settlement of 
Paincourt (St. Louis) and the Spanish-French colonization, through the story of George 
Rogers Clark and his contribution to American history. How Clark, with his ill equipped 
force and inadequate backing won the respect of the European settlers, conquered the 
wilderness and its threats of danger, kept the Indians from destroying the outposts - 
and, on the personal side, his love for Teresa, the sister of the lieutenant-governor 
of the territory. A detailed pattern of the period's life, history, events, charac- 
ters. Good of its kind. $2.75 


August ?? 
Smith, Chard Powers LADIES' DAY Scribner 


Again a story of upper New York state, a period piece, Victorian in at- 
mosphere and psychology, with the central character a girl brought up in the tradition 
of chaperons, innocence, and the assumption that she would love one man all her life. 
But in spite of her fatal gift of beauty, she has a strong mind and will of her own, 
and she falls in love passionately with a man on the upgrade (financially, socially, 
politically), the antithesis of all she had wanted. She fights him and her love for 
him - goes in for “good works" in a then-modern way for women's rights, marries “the 
other man". Throughout you get a picture of a town honeycombed with hypocrisy, with 
organized vice, with the beginning of gangster methods and political machines. Not a 
pretty picture, but convincingly done, although the situations and the background are 
more credible than the characters. (And we could do without the perorations - often 
ungrammatical.) All in all, a readable story, recreating a transition period in 


American society. $2.75 
September Blo ~ Ea 

Carrick, Gertrude CONSIDER THE DAISIES Lippincott 

* Thoroughly enjoyable, this story of Vassar today, lively, fresh, buoyant, 


just as it should be. Centered is Frances Flippen, pleasantly self-important and de- 
lighted with her friends, her writing (she's talented), and her job as editor of the 
college paper. Through her junior and senior years her ambitions and comedowns, her 
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loves and her disappointments make very nice reading. There is Lee, her roommate, with 
a restless charm and no scruples; there's Liz, wanting marriage and security, finding 
she made up her mind too much for marriage - and not the man; there's Gary, the child 
poetess, who cheats on an exam in order not to fail her father; and most important of 
all Brooks Creighton, a young - and embittered - professor, who is intrigued by her 


youth. Gay, close to the life and the age, and a pleasant book. $2.50 ~ 
September-5 /// 7 
Welty, Eudora A CURTAIN CF GREEN Doubleday, Doran 


A group of short stories by a talented, new (but not green) writer, mostly 
of the south, poor white, Negro, or lower middle class. It's a strange, and not too 
happy world, that of Miss Welty's; there is much that is old, queer, unreal, or dis- 
abled. Some of the stories, written with great compassion, are poignant; others, 
pointing up the little nastinesses of men and women, women largely, have a deadly 
shrewdness. Some are occasionally oblique - symbolic. None of them are story stories - 
they are episodic, fragmentary. Distinctive - but for a limited market. With an Intro- 
duction by Katherine Anne Porter. $2.50 


September 10 
Lawson, Robert I DISCOVER COLUMBUS Little, Brown 


A spoof on Columbus, which I liked better than Pen and Me, its satire is 
more pointed, its humor more subtle. A parrot, Aurelio, blown to Spain by a hurricane, 
tells how he was responsible for bringing Columbus to Ferdinand and Isabella, how he 
fostered proceedings raising money, and plotted ways in which Columbus’ own reluctance 
to sail would not stop the expedition. Of a hard crossing, with Columbus seasick in 
his cabin, or stranded on a tropical island, unwilling to go on, afraid to return. 


Lawson's illustrations are perfect for the text - and it's a very taking take-off all 
in all. $1.50 


September 15 
Knight, Ruth Adams WOMEN MUST WEEP Hale Cushman & Flint 


Woman stuff, of Amber, whose marriage folds with the birth of her dead 
child, who is in the vanguard of emancipation with her work in the World War, who, 
living in Greenwich Village in its heyday, has a scare of Lesbianism and a satisfactory 
affair with an artist. Called home by the death of her father, she attains success by 
her writing, adopts a small boy, and returns to New York to re-meet the man she had 
loved, a novelist , and finds that marriage is the biggest and best job in the world. 


Feminine rental fare - June Cosmopolitan one shot. $2.50 ° 
Newman, Robert H. FLING OUT THE BANNER Lippincott 


By the author of Far From Home, this is the story of a New England boys' 
prep school and one boy's emotional, and idealistic breakup. Newman has something of 
Wallace Stegner - and the book is for that type of market; he's young, tense, terse, 
and not quite capable of doing a fully rounded book. The story, told by Paul Maine, 

a senior, is about his roommate, Boss. Boss, disgusted at the sizeable amount of 
professionalism introduced on the football team, quits, withdraws from the school life, 
and becomes involved with the new German teacher, a "queer". The book closes with the 


death of Boss - and the boys' revenge on the German teacher. A smooth, if indecisive, 
$2.50—- 


book. 
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September 22 + 
Currier, Isabel THE YOUNG AND THE IMMORTAL Knopf 


A difficult book to place, based on the theme of the human search for 
spiritual sanctuary and peace, through the lives of two girls, Gretchen and Paula. 
The role of Catholicism in personal salvation is the leitmotif of the book, which per- 
haps limits its market. It is also an extremely introverted book, somewhat tormented, 
somewhat obscure. Gretchen is the central figure, brought up with Paula in a Canadian 
convent, rebellious, questioning, eager. She leaves the convent - marries an Irishman, 
a drunkard and weakling, and rejects him. Paula, docile, quiet, after a brief period, 
returns to the convent and becomes a nun. Gretchen, after the death of her husband, 
falls in love again - and after much inner writhing and grimacing - both turn to the 
Church before they find happiness together. Intensively psychological and spiritual, 
this is not a book for everyone - though it has many marks of the perceptive and skil- 
ful writer. $2.50 LY 


September 25 
Pratt, Fletcher & de Camp, L. Sprague THE INCOMPLETE ENCHANTER Henry Holt 


Lest Darkness Fall, de Camp's first book on Holt's list, was an excursion 
into sixth century Italy. This gives even fuller measure with two jauntings, first, 
into the land of the Norse gods, second, into the land of the Faerie Queen. Harold 
Shea, a psychologist determined to distinguish himself, experiments with his master's 
theories of time flight, is successful (though not in the desired destination) and is 
able to aid Odin, Thor, Loki, against their enemies the giants. Cursed back by a 
witch into his own century, he makes a second trip with his master, and the two of them 
find that Spenser hadn't told half, have strange adventures, and Shea returns to the 
present day with the girl he loves. An application of current knowledge to the periods 
in which they adventure, done with some humor and modern dress. Pleasant entertainment, 
not topping The Sword In The Stone, however. — $2.50 


MURDER - FOR PROFIT 
July 25 
Tilton, Alice THE HOLLOW CHEST Norton 
Leonidas Witherall (Bill Shakespeare) skipping nimbly from frying pan into 


the fire as the police of Dalton and Wemberley Hills prevent him, and his involuntary 
companions, from coming into the open in their chase of missing bearer bonds, murder- 


ers, and a kidnaped boy. Good madhouse entertainment. $2.00 
July 29 

Clutton-Brock, Alan MURDER AT LIBERTY HALL Macmillan 

* A touch of Dorothy Sayers in the dry, English wit, the leisurely pace, the 


literary fancying-up, and all very clever. Arson and murder break out in an ultra- 
progressive co-educational school in England, and James Hardwick, persuaded by his girl 
of the moment, goes down their to straighten matters up. Political and romantic affili- 
ations among the faculty as motivating factors - and Hardwick, a diffident detective, 
conjures up a neat solution. $2.00) 
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August 5 
Charles, Franklin VICE CZAR MURDERS Wilfred Funk 
Crime state California and the vice racket ferreted out by special in- 


vestigator for the D.A., Rock by name, and quite a punishment taker. Rock, his sister, 
her husband, and the girl he loves become implicated in triple murder. Lurid lawless- 


ness for lurv and liquidations, levity and liveliness. $2.00 
“~ 
August {és on 
Wilson, Ruth & Alexander THE TOWN IS FULL OF RUMORS Simon & Schuster 


Oblique approach to murders in a political merry-go-round, with financial 
brass rings. Beele, newspaperman, hampered by the paper's new owner and his friendly 
enmity with the party boss, sets about exposing double plays that ensue with the death 
of a banker and the political boss. He cracks the machine and unmasks the ringleader. 
OK of its kind. $2.00 we 


August 12 | 
Phillpotts, Eden AWAKE DERORAH! Macmillan 


Soberpaced recital of a crime, discovered by a botanist, investigated by 
Scotland Yard and solved, byt unpunishable ,for lack of proof. The botanist, friend of 
the dead girl's aunt, fiance, and ex-fiance, sees, hears and thinks no evil of those 
under suspicion, is under suspicion himself, and is finally convinced of the killer's 
guilt with a posthumous explanation of the crime. Slow and steady does it. $2.00 


August 19 y 
Thayer, Lee HALLOWE'EN HOMICIDE Dodd, Mead 


Peter Clancy and the invaluable Wiggars catching killers again as they 
out-smart the police in the death of a socialite and clear a Greenwich Village group, 
of interior decorators, an architect, dress designer and sculptor, of the murder charge. 
Rabbit out of hat at the end. Tepid. $2.00 « 


August 29 
Anonymous I AM SAXON ASHE Alliance 


Bibobi, internationally famous clown, the identical twin brother of Sir 
Hubert, statesman extraordinary, saves his kidnaped twin from the Gestapo in this story 
of a manhunt. Filled with the many details of Bibobi's many changes of appearance, 
personalities, close shaves, and devious underground means, it is a more replete but 
just as melodramatic yarn as these things usually are. $2.00 


September 22> ¥ 
Innes, Michael APPLEBY ON ARARAT Dodd, Mead 


. A literate, polished style, subtle humor (very British), characters on the 
fantastic side, distinguish this from formula mystery-adventure tales. CID Appleby, 
castaway with five others after their boat is torpedoed, can't get his teeth into the 
murder of one of their group. Their island turns out to have a hotel and non-digging 
archaeologists on it, and things, including a tornado, arson, bombing, submarines, 
begin to happen. For fanciers. $2.00 
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September 24 


& Steel, Kurt MADMAN'S BUFF Little, Brown 


Hank Hyer whizzes right through the theft of a psychiatrist's case histor- 
ies, insanity - and an attempt to render insane, and murder, all connected with one 


family. Love, and money, potential motives in a very fast - and a little flashy - New 
$2.00 


York runaround. 


A LINGERER 
July 11 


Carfrae, Elizabeth RHAPSODY IN GREEN Putnam 


Fully equipped with patriotic and romantic ardor, this is full, - and very 
competent rental reading. It is the story of Diane and Rudi who fall in love in their 
early teens - once and for all. She is the daughter of a prominent English naval 
family, he of aristocratic German parentage and though brought up as an Englishman, 
Diane's family can never stifle the idea that once a German, always a German. Marriage 
finally, the advent of Hitlerism, and Rudi is blackmailed by means of a former indiscre- 
tion into putting Diane before his country. But he redeems this weakness and dies in 
exposing a Nazi ring. Very stormswept - but better than usual Carfrae. $2.00 


REPRINTS 


September 5 


Maugham, W. Somerset ASHENDEN of The British Agent Doubleday, Doran 
A re-issue, with a new preface by the author at $2.50 
August 14 
Sayers, Dorothy - Editor THE OMNIBUS OF CRIME Harcourt Brace 
A Harbrace edition of a classic compilation, first printed in 1929 by 
Payson Clark. $2.95 
serge Eh plehon ye 
Hurst, Fannie LUMMOX. GREAT LAvGuTER.. FIVE AND TEN- ANITRA'S Harper 
DANCE- IMITATION OF LIFE vy 
$2.50 


Re-issues of the five well known and popular novels, each 
August 5 
POCKET BOOK REPRINTS 


Erle Stanley Gardner- THE CASE OF THE HOWLING DOG 
THE POCKET BOOK OF GREAT MYSTERY STORIFS- Intro. by William Lyon Phelps 
James Hilton- WE ARE NOT ALONE 

ae 4. G. Wells- THE POCKET HISTORY OF THE WORLD Bach $ .25 
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A GOOD LONG SHOT 
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Cowles, Virginia LOOKING FOR TROUBLE Harper 


* Here's a fast paced journalist's record of the European theater of war. 
Starting with ten chapters giving the best rounded impression of Spain, Republican 

and Nationalist, I've seen - and coming on up to England under the bombers. There are 
sections that inevitably seem a trifle dated - the ponderings of hows and whys during 
the appeasement period as an example - but all in all, a fresh and vibrant approach, 
filling in with lots of the details the men journalists miss, (what the women wear, 
food problems, etc.). She's a glutton for punishment, anywhere for a "story". And 
she keeps herself almost completely out of the picture except as a sounding board. 
Miss Cowles takes her chances along with all those others making journalism history 
these days. I found the sections on Finland particularly interesting and unhackneyed. 
There are passages of unusually fine writing. In other words, thoroughly good read- 
ing and an excellent resurvey of the years of war. 13.00. 


FOR SPECIAL MENTION- THE LIFE IN AMERICA SERIES- 


Here are the first two titles in Houghton Mifflin's new series of books by and about 
characteristic Americans and about their country. The Peattie book, reported origin- 
ally in April, has been postponed until August and we are repeating the report so 
that you may have a fuller picture of the series. 


July 22 
Cleaveland, Agnes Morley NO LIFE FOR A LADY Houghton, Mifflin 


Here's a novel approach to the West of the best tradition in an autobi- 
ography of a woman brought up in New Mexico and knowing, internally, from childhood 
net only the daily round of activity on a cattle ranch but early taking her share of 
responsibility and asking no allowances on the ground of her sex. Not a routine 
chronological record, but a human interest story, exceedingly readable, more in the 
vein of Mary Kidder Rak's A Cowman's Wife. A vigorous personal record, but also a 
recapturing of all the bits that made up the kaleidoscope of the passing West. Should 
appeal to all true Western fans, lots of good anecdotal material, cattle rustling, des- 
peradoes et al- but with a woman interest slant as well. Some of the true and tried 
western writers come into the story, particularly Rhodes. Good local interest for the 


Southwest. Illustrated with line drawings by Edward Borein. $3.00 
August 12 

Peattie, Donald Culross THE ROAD OF A NATURALIST Houghton, Mifflin 

og A fascinating autobiography of the famous naturalist, done as only he could 


have done it. He tells his story in the form of flashbacks to the years past, and at 
the same time, there are interludes of superb impressionist writing dealing with a 

motor trip through the Southwest, and on up through Utah to the Northwest and down the 
Coast. There is no sense of conventional reminiscences; there is almost nothing of 
people he has known; rather is it an adventure in living, in science, in thought. But 
at the close you have a feeling of knowing the man. There is a loyal group of Peattie 
fans; this is a sure sale for them and should widen the field. Illustrated with wood- 


cuts by Paul Landacre. $3.00 


And among the general non-fiction reports, don't overlook CLARENCE DARROW FOR THE DE- 
FENSE by Irving Stone (Doubleday, Doran), sympathetic, worthwhile, and timely. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


July 15 


Van Valin, William B. ESKIMOLAND SPEAKS Caxton 


A man who spent seven years in the government service in the far North, 
teaching and living among the Eskimos, writes informally, inconsecutively, of the 
Arctic. The Eskimo people with their great endurance and courage; the language, foods, 
homes; their customs, their industries. A good part of the book deals with the wild 
life - hunting seal and polar bear, tending the reindeer herds, whales and walrus, in 
the perpetual struggle for survival of both humans and animals. From Sinuk to Nome, 
Icy Cape to Siberia, Van Valin and his Eskimo friends had many close escapes in 
journeys across the never to be trusted ice, with hunger and cold as very close associ- 
ates. The author closes with bits about the mythology, and the archaeology, of the 


Arctic. A simple, first hand recital - in no way overcolored. Illustrated. $3.50 
July 22 
Strachey, John DIGGING FOR MRS. MILLER Random House 


The well-known English political and economic theorist turns to the very 
concrete, in these episodes of an Air-Raid Warden in London. Here, with that amazing 
British calm and understatement, is a graphic, day to day record of the activities of 
the civilian at war. Strachey has chosen a man named Ford (no doubt his own alias) to 
describe as he goes about his work - bomb disposal, rescue, and clearance, with death 
and debris in close alliance. Company, something to do, a uniform, these are the best 
protection against fear - and those which enable the civilian population to maintain 
their imperturbable morale after each "incident". A slight book, but one which is 
both an amplification of another aspect of war torn England and a testimony to her 
resistance. $1.25 


Lloyd-Jones, Esther & COMING OF AGE Whittlesey House 
Fedder, Ruth 


This is a closepacked book for those in contact with young people who have 
the opportunity to guide, counsel, advise, and for the late teens or early 20's them- 
selves, as a help to self-understanding. The part of the parents, the need for security, 
love, success, the learning of independence, the questions and problems of sex and mar- 
riage, vocational activity, education, and the determining factors in young people's 
development are all covered, complete with case histories. Not a "pop" how to do, 
and/or be book, but a conscientious investigation of the means and methods whereby 
young people of today can make their lives begin before forty. For educators, parents, 


councilors, social welfare workers, etc. $2.50 
July 23 
Phillips, H. I. THE PRIVATE PAPERS OF PRIVATE PURKEY Harper 


"Hi" Phillips has created a delightful character, Private Purkey, who has 
been writing home daily to "Dear Ma" in Streeter fashion in the columns of the New 
York Sun. Private Purkey doesn't hesitate to say just what's wrong with this man's 
army, the generals, the administration, and especially his tough sergeant. But in 
spite of that you get an idea that it's not such a bad place - and there's fun to be 
had for Private Purkey, millions like him, and the reader. Masculine humor. Illus- 
trated by Alan Dunn. $1.50 
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Announcing for July 23 


Rourke, Thomas GOMEZ: Tyrant of the Andes Morrow 
MAN OF GLORY: Simon Bolivar 


New editions of two steady selling biographies, each $2.75, 2 volumes 
| boxed $5.00 
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Goodman, Jack & Green, Alan HOW TO DO PRACTICALLY ANYPHING Simon & Schuster 


This is one of the most important books for not learning anything you want 
to know about something. How not to go about-your courtship, not to raise a dog, not 
to be a host for weekends, not to drive a car, not to fish, not to move your household, 
not to exist in summer, not to be a fatter... all those activities are described by 
experts in being unsuccessful at y of them. In unrestrained, illogical, incompre- 
hensible, inconclusive manner they make nothing absolutely clear - and often amusing 







and funny. Good gift - hostess book. Illustrated by George Price. $1.75 
August’ 5 /) / 
Nicolaides, Kimon THE NATURAL WAY TO DRAW Houghton Mifflin 


Reported originally on page 141 of the March 15th bulletin as follows.." 
For individual beginner and instructor, is this break-with-tradition how to do book 
that assumes an adult intelligence on the part of the would-be artist. Description 
of the work-learning project, schedules for work, details and explanations of methods, 
materials, media, in a logical, understandable teaching guide. It is an interesting 


excursion from hackneyed precepts." Illustrated by the author. $3.00 
August 6 
Davis, Bob & Armitage, George HAWAII, U.S.A. Stokes 


Bob Davis, whose "whole world is a local story", indefatiguably at it again, 
this time in a collection of four to ten page anecdotes, sketches, legends, bric a brac 
about Hawaii. He's an old time newspaper man, colloquial, chatty; his pieces range 
from love potions to pests, telepathy to wild bulls, native voodoo to native delicacies. 
Almost a hundred pieces - with many types of people and personalities. Good humored - 
breezy - exuberantly enthusiastic. Introduction by George Armitage, and illustrated. 


$3.00 
August 7 
he rt && CQ 9/3 
Finney, Theodore M. HEARING MUSIC: A-Guide—to-Mustc Apprectation “Yarcourt Brace 


This is "the result of some years spent in the attempt to help learners... 
to understand music", for though music may be the universal language, it must be 
learned like any other tongue. In non-technical language, with an appendix given to 
musical notes in easily studied form, copiously illustrated with examples, the book 
gives the learner every advantage. Tone color, rhythm, melodic line, harmony, style 


and form are taken up in the first part; the second part, treating music as literature, 
helps the learner to understand the thought expressed by the music and the final sec- 
tion describes the wide vista of our musical heritage. For the would-be music ap- 


preciator, with or without instrument at his command. 


$3.50 »/ 
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Harsch, Joseph C. PATTERN FOR CONQUEST Doubleday, Doran 





























@ Not, as the title seems to indicate, a technical, military, political book 
alone, but a picture of how Germany and the Germans lived and functioned the first two 
years of the war, how the machinery operated, the strength and weakness of the organ- 
ization. Believing that "Nazism is not and can never be a doctrine on which a great 
world empire of lasting character can be founded with the consent or even a minimum 
acceptance of the governed", the author, an American newspaper correspondent, shows 
how the man in the street feels about the war. How the smooth early running of the 
war sold them on it, how they accept it as long as victory is in sight, what the set- 
backs were, the bombings of Berlin, and how the approach of the third year of the war 
finds the nation more nearly united than ever before. The army, finance, Hitler and 
his five right hands, Germany's beliefs and plans - and their feasibility. It is very 
much a book for the layman, simple, clear, graphic, not as inclusive or as important 


as the Shirer, but there is good material in the author's own observations. $2.50 
August 12 
Hasbrouck, Muriel Bruce PURSUIT OF DESTINY Dutton 


A claimant for the mantle of Evangeline Adams, the author here presents an 
easy to follow, easy to do, astrological-psychological guide. In view of modern science 
and historical research, she shows the relationship of birthdate and destiny of a human 
individual. The Ten-Day Cycle Formula, practical for personal use, is fully demon- 
strated. There is a full description and analysis of the conditioning factors of the 
thirty six cycles, with positive and negative characteristics of those born in the 
periods. How to apply the formula to your life, character, friendships, job, etc. 


Gi Good pop sales. $2.50 


4 
Announcing for August PA, 
4)17 
Bingham, Walter Van Dyke & HOW TO INTERVIEW Harper 
Moore, Bruce Victor 


Third Revised Edition, with an expansion of three phases of the book, em- 
ployment interviewing, civil service interviewing, and vocational counseling. $3.00 


August 15 
Howard, Helen Addison WAR CHIEF JOSEPH Caxton 


An exhaustively researched and documented work, in this biography of the 
"Red Napoleon", War Chief Joseph who led the Nez Perce rebellion of 1877 and played 
an important part in the history of the Pacific Northwest. Dignified, just, progres- 
sive, peace loving, only reluctantly did Joseph lead his resentful people to war 
against the whites after years of outrages, injustices, and broken pledges. Months 
of fighting against General Howard, with Joseph and his band of 350 warriors grossly 
outnumbered, enduring cold and starvation until the eventual surrender some months 
later. Cheated on the terms of surrender, moved to an inadequate reservation, this 
is another record of the betrayal of the Indian peoples. More for source material, . 
for reference, than for general reading, though it's a well written narrative. Il- 
lustrated. $3.50. 
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August 20 
Kraus, Rene THE MEN AROUND CHURCHILL Lippincott 


Biographical portraiture of the fourteen important men of England today - 
Halifax, Eden, Sinclair, Wood, of the born to the purple political careerists: Bevin, 
Morrison, Attlee, Alexander, Greenwood, of the up-from-the-ranks: Dill and Wavell, of 
the military: Beaverbrook and Cripps, of the self-made men: and the King, for the 
symbol of the developments that are taking place. This includes details of their 
careers up to the war, and their accomplishments since then; their personalities, 
characteristics, biasses, theories, abilities, mistakes, reforms; the attitude of the 
public toward them; their importance to Churchill and his loyalty to his choices. The 
split in the types indicates the importance in the coalition of capital and labor for 
the duration and the possibilities for the future. Laudatory presentation throughout, 
but brings into prominence some figures little known to Americans, and highlights 
familiar ones. $3.00 


August 29 i 
Browne, Syd - Illustrator BIRTHDAYS ROUND THE YEAR Crowell 


Gift and plus sale item, in a new birthday book, which has one to four line 
excerpts of prose and poetry for each day of the year, all verging on uplift and in- 
formational themes. All kinds and types of authors represented. Since none of the 
illustrations are available at this time, this is an incomplete report. $1.00 


September 5 


Miller, Gladys ROOM MAKE-UP Doubleday, Doran 


A book on interior decorating, outlining the goals of achievement, and 
detailing many of the individual problems. Windows, walls, lighting, floors, furni- 
ture arrangement, deocrative and table accessories, color, and a comprehensive cata- 
loguing of available materials and objects to be used. It gives all the recent 
wrinkles in decorative usage, new products of manufacturers, and has outlines at the 
end of each chapter on all points covered, making it a course, or homestudy type of 
book. Fairly conservative, with the emphasis on good taste rather than faddy extremes, 
and on attaining comfortable, useful, charming rooms. There is a concise, though wide, 
coverage of information, and a fairly impersonal sort of guide. $2.95 


September 11 


Lofberg, Lila & Malcolmson, David SIERRA OUTPOST Duell Sloan & Pearce 


The author and her husband, with the completion of a water-diversion tun- 
nel, decide to stay on at Florence Lake in the Sierras and this is the story of their 
year round life there, particularly in the winter, when, isolated from the world, 
birds and animals create diversion, friendship, interest and philosophy. The ob- 
servation and appreciation of wild life approaches the Gustav Eckstein Canary type of 
book, for the birds and animals come alive as distinct personalities and problems. 
How they divided their supplies for the birds, then redivided them for the animals, 
and pinch still further for the coyotes who provided them with their most fascinating 
studies, never tamed, but never enemies. Plus the outdoor, nature appeal, there is the 
interest in the type of solitary winter existence, the living outside civilized and 
citified comforts. Rewarding reading. : $2.50 
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September 16 | - 





Clarke, T. Wood EMIGRES IN THE WILDERNESS Macmillan 


Here are the stories and legends of the emigres from France, following the 
Reign of Terror and then Napoleon, who settled in colonies in New York and the Penn- 
sylvania wilderness and who left little or nothing of their existence here. Differ- 
ing through their aristocracy, pride, ambitions, refinement from most other immigrants, 
these incapable pioneers add a touch of romantic, if sad, flavor to the American scene. 
Almost every settlement failed through ignorance, extravagance, incompetence, and few 
of the people were absorbed into the new kind of life. There are the characters of 
the men behind each founding company, the colonists themselves, the establishment of 
a refuge for European rulers, the meteoric career of Joseph Bonaparte, the story of 
the Lost Dauphin. A strange corner of local history, that, for all its glamorous 
aspects, is told from a somewhat pedantic angle. $3.00 


Fitz, Frances Ella LADY SOURDOUGH (cle: 2 |) Macmillan 


Jerome Odlum rewords the autobiography of Frances Fitz, quite a gal, tough, 
resilient, and always ready for a long chance, the first lady sourdough (that being 
the term for an experienced explorer or settler). Predicating an interest in this 
type of thing, it makes good, rugged, often lively reading of the Arctic Eldorado. 
Frances Ella went to Nome in 1900 as secretary to Howard Rowe, head of a shoestring 
company. Rowe, erratic, impractical, hazardous, led her a fine chase during her years 
there, first in Nome, a feverish, uncouth brutal town - then in the interior where she 
followed him for a winter. The trip there was perilous - blizzard and ice floes, 
frozen feet and frozen food, vermin. Through the years Frances Ella fed him money for 
one unrealized venture after another - until eventually her own claim comes through 
with a pot of gold. Personal, energetic, authentic, for the pioneer adventure market. 


$2.50 
Announcing for September 18 
Saroyan, William THE BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE | Harcourt Brace 
Another Saroyan success - now running on Broadway. $2.50 
Wildes, Harry Emerson ANTHONY WAYNE - Harcourt Brace 


Much more than merely a biography of the famous Revolutionary General, "Mad 
Anthony Wayne", but a clear picture of matters, manners and morals of the days, of gar- 
gantuan dinners, brilliant balls, Paris clothes side by side with privation, dissension 
and disloyalty. Wayne, reckless, foolhardy, military minded as a youth, was to learn 
to add caution to courage. One follows his military career through the unsuccessful 
attack on Quebec, the retreat to Ticonderoga, the dark days at Valley Forge, the gal- 
lant storming of Stony Point, and on to the end of the war. It goes into details 
about Wayne's fascinating personality, his hot temper, his love for racing, rum, 
gambling, good clothes; his precarious relationship with his wife, his innumerable 
affairs with pretty girls, his friendships and violent antipathies. A very colorful 
and human character, done full justice here in a style which is eminently readable. 
A little overlong, however. $3.75 {A 


Sarett, Lew THE COLLECTED POEMS OF LEW SARETT Henry Holt 


An ample collection of Sarett's poetry spanning the last thirty years. 
Poetry which deals largely with the North woods he loves, (Wisconsin, etc.), and which 
reveals his great appreciation of the beauty of nature, a pantheistic feeling for all 
forms of natural life, an intimate knowledge of Indian lore and wilderness ways. Much 
that is lyrical, a little that may seem old-fashioned to the modern reader. $3.00 
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Stone, Irving CLARENCE DARROW FOR THE DEFENSE Doubleday, Doran 
* Irving Stone carries on his high biographical level of Lust for Life, 


Sailor on Horseback, with this well written, stimulating, perceptive, life-size like- 
ness of Darrow, who himself was more than life-size. You get the fire and drama of 
the man, the simplicity and intelligence behind his actions, his tremendous influence 
on the life of our nation, in his struggle for the recognition of labor organizations 
and the individual laborer, his fight for racial, economic and sociological tolerance. 
You comprehend the controversy he aroused with his alertness, skepticism, hatred of 
platitudes, shibboleths, lies, his inability to conform, his detached criticism, 
astringent logic, the fame he acquired as incomparable advocate and trial technician. 
Appropriate, timely - good. $3.00 


September 83 » Jo) 7 
Benet, William Rose THE DUST WHICH IS GOD Dodd, Mead 


Autobiography in verse, at the start, the syncopated rhythms, free verse, 
metrical experiments compose a hurdle that may irritate or annoy. But later, the 
result is a tightening up, a sharpened impression, a focussing on emotional values 
which might have been lost in prose. Benet writes in the third person, with Raymond 
as hero. He changes all but a few names, but in most instances those who know the 
New York literary mart will recognize them under the pseudonyms. He has traced the 
boy, the youth, the man against a background of a changing world; there are flashbacks, 
political and international, and events in the past which touched upon the writer. 
There are his successive experiments and adventures in love, in marriage, but little 
of the deeper impression. One gets the pattern of his social conscience, rise and 
fall. There is much here that is interesting - much in recall which has a nostalgic 
appeal to those now in the 40's and 50's. Worth reading. $3.00 


Elwin, Malcolm SAVAGE LANDOR -~ Macmillan 


Originally reported on page 185 of the April 1st bulletin as follows. 
"A 're-assessement' in terms of material not available to previous biographers con- 
cerning this storm center of 19th century England, Walter Savage Landor. A life span 
that covered 89 years, a personality that was abounding in vigor, enthusiasm, loyalty, 
eccentricities; contacts that included famous people of his day, quarrels, scandals, 
friendships, gossip. This famous essayist, satirist, poet was at once a reflection 
of his times and a rebel. This records his failures as well as his successes, his 
love of liberty and his passionate defense of truth, his early individualistic mark~ 


ings and brilliant promise, his escapades and exile, his full and colorful life. An 

exhaustive study, rewarding in its picture of the period." $4.00 
September-26 2 4 

Morse, William G. PARDON MY HARVARD ACCENT Farrar & Rinehart 


Harvard men especially should like this book by one of them over a period 
of years. Morse, after graduation, went out into the world and into the steel indus- 
try, but then returned to Harvard to make a real place for himself as the first purchas- 
ing agent of the college. His reminiscences, good humored and humorous, show how he 
overcame opposition from professor to janitor, how he came to know, and know well, 
undergraduates, graduates, and faculty, and how he made a real contribution to the 
college. Definite local and graduate sale, good alma mater-ial. $3.00 
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September 25 


Koch, Frederick H. THE CAROLINA FOLK-PLAYS Henry Holt 


Twelve plays of The Carolina Playmakers, who, since 1918, have been build- 
ing a native theater, using local materials, legends, history, superstitions, and cus- 
toms for their themes. Besides the plays of mountains and mountaineers, the coast, 
gangs and outlaws, courtship and marriage, Negroes, farmers and tenants, in either 
realistic or poetic vein, there is a preface by the editor giving the background and 
purpose of the play group. With a foreword by Paul Green, and appendices covering 
pronunciation, productions and tours of the Playmakers, etc. Regional material of 
interest to theater groups, playwriting courses, etc. $3.50 


Announcing for September 25 
Farmer, Fannie Merritt THE BOSTON COOKING-SCHOOL COOK BOOK Little, Brown 


Another new edition, completely revised by Wilma Lord Perkins, editor of 
the 1930 and 1936 editions. Illustrated in half tones - bound in washable cloth. 


$2.50 
Announcing for September 9” 7” 
Aldington, Richard THE VIKING BOOK OF POETRY OF THE ENGLISH- Viking 
SPEAKING WORLD 
. Reporting on this briefly from the prospectus and table of contents, this 


new anthology of English and American poetry, old and new, promises to become a stan- 
dard classic in its field - and a possible displacement of the hitherto unchallenged 
Oxford anthologies may result. For the first time the narrative poets are given as 
full a representation as the lyric poets, Chaucer, Milton, Bryon, etc. Also for the 
first time "satire and wit, humor and high spirits" are accorded their place. Readers 
will find a more than satisfactory inclusion of the most familiar - the most loved; 
they will also find new poets, and new poems, past and present. The emphasis is, how- 
ever, judicially on the past. The moderns are included, but less extensively. And 
the star value of the book lies obviously in the fact that English and American poetry 
of all time will be combined in one volume, and a lovely one. To be distributed by 
the Literary Guild in October. Before publication - $3.00; post publication $3.50 


VERY MANY - VERY LATE 


Wills, Royal Barry BETTER HOUSES FOR BUDGETEERS Architectural Book 
Publishing Co. 


Inexpensive small houses, classified according to incomes, range from 
$1,500, to over $3,700 with illustrations, plans and accompanying text. Liveability, 
comfort, and convenience, good architecture - provide plenty of ideas for the home 
builder, remodeler, real estate developer. The illustrating on green paper with char- 
coal and Chinese white is easy on the eyes, and effective. The author is known for 
his domestic design, designed the exhibition house for Life magazine,was awarded a 
prize in 1933 for the best designed house of the year. There are basic designs and 
alternates, there are short cuts for economy, there is a chapter on materials, costs, 
etc. and styles from modern and back again. But everyone will hold with the author's 
intent that "the house should be bent to fit the family" - andthis should be of help 
for anyone's building. (Published) $3.00 








= 
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Frost, Jack ETERNAL LONDON Coward McCann 


Sketch book, famous places and things, old and modern, historical, literary 
or sentimental, with short notes as to personal reasons for their inclusion and inter- 
esting facts about the subject of the sketch. Spires, streets, markets, theaters, 
houses, doorways, inns, churches, etc. Supplements Miller and Chamberlin picture 
books, in concentrating on the city rather than the country, and depicting landmarks 
in their predestruction days. (7/25) $2.00 


Blunt, Betty Bacon OH, DOCTOR! Stephen Daye 


Speaking of operations, new style, streamlined in Betty Blunt's manner. It 
is in much (perhaps too much) the same spirit as Bet It's a Foy, and for females only. 
All the same, a very nice restorative for those prone, and alone. (Published) $1.00 


Hard, Walter WALTER HARD'S VERMONT Stephen Daye 


The popular Vermont poet in further character sketches, vignettes, stories, 
episodes, that are intimately Vermont. Here is the Vermont character, humor, dryness, 
deliberation, all its aspects; here is capsule story telling, concise and clearcut, 
and a turn of phrase indigenous to the region. Includes the poems in Salt of Vermont, 
Vermont Vintage, some that have appeared in The Atlantic Monthly, and other vehicles. 
Good local sale - which need not be confined to poetry shelves only. (Published) $2.00 


Caldwell, Erskine & SAY, IS THIS THE U.S.A. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Bourke-White, Margaret 


Caldwell and his wife collaborating again (You Have Seen Their Faces, North 
of the Danube) in a picture story book of all regions of the country, which shows what 
Americans today are doing. Different types of Americans, different geographical 
areas, focus on activities of the region, with comments for each picture, and a series 
of episodes, descriptions, encounters, etc. Excellent combination for a panorama of 
the United States. (Published) $3.75 


Neish, Lady MY SCOTTISH HUSBAND Dutton 


* Subtitled "Making Cheerful Fun of One of Scotland's Best", this is a charming 
portrait and memoir, gay, facile, personal, setting down the story of Lady Neish’' life 
with her two affections, her husband and her garden. "Authority", Lord Neish, 
pleasantly formidable, is a nice balance for his volatile, extravagant, enthusiastic 
wife. The light spots of their life together - in Scotland, London, mishaps and mis- 


deeds, friends, the last war and war work. For the "Elizabeth" market, women largely. 
(7/7) $2.50 


Warren, C. Henry ENGLAND IS A VILLAGE Dutton 


"The best of England is a village", and here is that best, rural England 
with its self reliance, its sense of responsibility to the land, its quality of 
service. The farmer and the craftsman, their thatch cottages, church and pubs, the 
"bright particular things of everyday" which make up the life of the villagers, the 
character of their homes. Done with simple and pleasing rusticity, and illustrated 
in black and white by Denys Watkins-Pitchford. (Published) $2.50 


Jordanoff, Assen SAFETY IN FLIGHT Funk & Wagnalls 


From Your Wings, Through The Overcast, to this further knowledge of flying, 
for the senior flyer, with chapters on the practical application of our weather knowl- 
edge, shelters, cloud forms, instrument and radio methods, short and long hops, the 
mechanics of flight planning and the plane. How-to-do-book for advanced student. 
(Published) $3, 00 
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Taylor, Edmond - Snow, Edgar & SMASH HITLER'S INTERNATIONAL Greystone 
Janeway, Eliot 


The three chapters of the book have appeared as magazine articles and the 
three top journalists herein advocate (1) a political-psychological superblitzkrieg 
against Hitler and give the recipes for achieving the same; (2) aid to those not in 
sympathy with Nazism, even though Nazi governed; (3) concentration of attention on 
all fronts, on all borders of our country, and how to combat nazi non-military tech- 
niques. Counter-offensive material for immediate application. (Published) $1.00 


Voorhis, Hon. Jerry THE MORALE OF DEMOCRACY Greystone 


Three addresses of Congressman Voorhis, emphasizing the cooperative way 
as the basis of the new world order. With facts and figures from the cooperatives, 
with interpretation of true democracy working itself out through the partnership- 
sharing methods, with consumer cooperation constructively educating people to good 
will, this is a book for forward looking thinkers and planners. (Published) $1.00 


Picken, Mary Brooks SEWING FOR THE HOME Harper 


We reported this briefly on page 195 of the April 15th bulletin. We just 
wish to call your attention to it again, for, since the book has come in, the abund- 
ance and merit of the pictures and diagrams (not seen at the time of the previous re- 


port) greatly enhance the value of the book which should receive your attention. (Pub.) 
$3.50 


Bowen, Croswell THE HUDSON Hastings House 


From North to South, the course of the Hudson, in photographs (very fine) 
and a running text that personalizes the historic river. Architectural, historic, 
famous, characteristic, individual shots help the river to tell its own story. A 


good regional picture book of places, things and people. Intro. by Carl Carmer.(Pub.) 
$3.75 


Miller, Douglas YOU CAN'T DO BUSINESS WITH HITLER Little, Brown 


Our commercial attache to our Embassy in Berlin writes convincingly and 
briefly of Hitler's world aims in the only terms perhaps which the average American 
man will understand, dollars and cents. How the Nazi machine operates, its ambitions, 
its control of the foreign exchange, trade, its new order- a slave state world with 


no out for anyone, political, ideological, or economic. And he proves it all. (Publ.) 
$1.50 


Hackett, Francis WHAT MEIN KAMPF MEANS TO AMERICA Reynal & Hitchcock 


According to the publishers “the longest book review ever written" as bi- 
ographer - Hackett incisions, scalpels the contents of Hitler's Mein Kampf, proves the 
importance and danger of Hitler to the United States, reiterates you can't do business 
with Hitler, as he annotates, explains, backgrounds, signposts the book. To be read 


for itself and in conjunction with Mein Kampf, which Hackett insists is a Must as never 


before. $2.00 


Mamning, Paul, and Bronner, Milton MR. ENGLAND Winston 
The Story of Winston Churchill the Fighting Briton 


Two newspapermen tell a glib-paced story of Winston Chuschill, with special 
emphasis on the man as a prophet. From his: speeches, old and new, they prove their 
point that this modern Jeremiah crying in the wilderness, lifting the veil of the future, 
though he was listened to by many, was headed by none in power; and they reveal him as 
the man of the hour, come into his own, in spite of opposition, beloved of the people 
for his magnificent leadership. Not as moving as the Kraus Winston Churchill, but a 


good story in itself. $1.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
Crowell 
Lovelace, M.- BETSY-TACY AND TIB (J)- from 8/1 to 9/15 255 
Dodd Mead 
Parrott, Ursula- MARRY ME BEFORE YOU GO- Definite date 8/19 264 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Hughes, Dorothy- THE BAMBOO BLONDE- Definite date 7/24 211 
Dutton 
Austin, M.- PETER CHURCHMOUSE (J)- from 6/25 to 6/21 255 
Harcourt Brace 
Farson, Negley- BOMBER'S MOON- from 8/7 to 7/3 269 
Houghton Mifflin 
Ames, M.M.- CANTHOOK COUNTRY (J)~ Definite date 8/19 . 259 
Holling, H.C.- PADDLE-TO-THE-SEA (J)- from 8/5 to 8/19 259 
Wilson, E.—- THE WOUND AND THE BOW- from 6/24 to 7/29 216 
Knopf 
Belloc, Hilaire-CAUTIONARY VERSES- from 7/7 to 8/4 249 
Little Brown 
Haycox, Ernest- TRAIL TOWN- from 7/9 to 8/13 210 
Marsh, Ngaio- DEATH AND THE DANCING FOOTMAN- Note correct publisher 269 
Macmillan 
Nye, N.C.- PISTOLS FOR HIRE- from 8/5 to 9/16 246 
Putnam 
Szyk, Arthur- THE NEW ORDER- from 7/3 to 7/11. Note correct spelling of 
author's name. 271 
THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR-~ JULY 15TH TO AUGUST 1ST 
July 15- Herring, Hubert- GOOD NEIGHBORS (Yale) 227 
July 18- Jones, Guy Pearce- TWO SURVIVED (Random House ) 249 
July 21- Cronin, A.J.- THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM (Little Brown)- August Book of 
the Month Club Selection. 242 
Edgerton, Lucile S.- PILLARS OF GOLD (Knopf) 243 
Rinehart, Mary R.- FAMILIAR FACES (Farrar & Rinehart) 223 
July 22- Cleaveland, Agnes Morely- NO LIFE FOR A LADY (Houghton, Mifflin) 296 
July 23- Banning, Margaret Culkin- SALUD! A SOUTH AMERICAN JOURNAL (Harper) 272 
Gardner, Erle S.~ THE CASE OF THE TURNING TIDE (Morrow) 266 
Orange, Ursula- ASK ME NO QUESTIONS (Morrow) 262 
July 24- Fast, Howard- THE LAST FRONTIER (Duell Sloan & Pearce) 262 
Hughes, Dorothy-THE BAMBOO BLONDE (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 211 
Rodman, Selden- THE POETRY OF FLIGHT (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 231 
July 25- Smith, Thorne- THE PASSIONATE WITCH (Doubleday, Doran) 223 
Wallace, xathleen- WITHOUT SIGNPOSTS (Putnam) 289 
July 29- Clutton-Brock, Alan- MURDER AT LIBERTY HALL (Macmillan) 293 


Fortescue, Lady-— TRAMPLED LILIES (Houghton, Mifflin) 272 
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RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT: No.3 
Edited by GENE SIMMONDS 
Bruehl, Reverend Charles P. THIS WAY HAPPINESS Bruce 


One of those irritating, hypositive titles that makes this otherwise, sane, 
sensible and simple book of Christian ethics sound like a Dale Carnegie title. Father 
Bruehl has a great capacity for expression and a superb command of language coupled 
with a breadth of vision that goes far beyond the Roman Catholic world. His book is 
a Sermon on the Mount for twentieth century readers. Schools, colleges and public 
libraries should be able to use this with splendid results for outside reading or as 
the basis for an informal discussion group. (Published) $2.50 


Forman, Yenry James HAVE YOU A RELIGION? Farrar & Rinehart 


Perhaps a man who has written so many best sellers on such diversified 
subjects would be expected to be an omniverous reader - and here the reader may derive 
the benefits of his wide learning. Forman gives the broadest possible view of the 
various religions; he quotes Fosdick, Link, Fox, Clark, Lao-tse, the Oxford Group, 
the Eastern religions, and his book has both depth and breadth. There is much to 
pique the curiosity of the seeker, and those who have read his previous books, The 
Captain of 1s Soul, The Enchanted Garden, The Pony Fxpress, will want to read this 


one. (September 8) $2.50 
Holmes, Ernest R. - Ed MIND REMAKES YOUR WORLD Dodd, Mead 
This is "New Thought". Pick your customers tactfully. Don't force it on 


anyone but if you know a customer with a leaning in that direction, show it to them. 
It may lead you to a group. The articles compiled here are written by experts in 
various fields of mental thought. Some hold the extreme view that mind can control 
health, etc. - which is close to Christian Science. Others represent a more temperate 
viewpoint and only go so far as Mental Science, or, as they term it, Scientific 


Christianity. (Published) $2.50 


Kagawa, Toyohiko BEHOLD THE MAN Harper 


This is a life of Christ by Japan's outstanding Christian, a poet and novel- 
ist who may be remembered for his A Grain of Wheat. It is a lovely thing - written with 
the delicacy, the perception of the Orient. It is a convert's Fece Homo and one does 
Behold The Christ as one moves through this story life of our Lord. Kagawa has a good 
following but you can enlarge the market with a bit of effort for this is not primarily 
a book on missions as so many of his early works have been. (Published) $2.00 
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Meyers, Sister Bertrande THE EDUCATION OF SISTERS Sheed & Ward 


An important book, but one that must be handled intelligently to produce 
any kind of sale. Educators will all want it for it completely and efficiently in- 
tegrates the sisters' training in the Catholic convents. Many Protestant educators 
will find it contains valuable suggestions for keeping that fine balance between the 
intellect and the spirit. Sister Bertrande has based her book on an examination of 
hundreds of Convents. This is the first complete investigation of the subject, and it 
provides any teacher with the fundamentals of religious pedagogy. An important book 
for religious schools and libraries. (Published) $3.75 


Raymond, M. (0.C.S.0.) THE MAN WHO GOT EVEN WITH GOD Bruce 


I doubt if many of the Roman Catholics are very familiar with the Trappists. 
It is a little known order, but this personal story of a hard riding, hard natured 
'Texas cowboy who joined the community gives the details of the Trappist way of life. 
The author, pursuing the simple rule of hard work and prayer, eventually underwent 
deep spiritual change and became close to a saint. Perhaps limited only to the Roman 
Catholic market, but a fascinating inside story. (Published) $2.00 


Ryan, Granger & Ripperger, Helmut THE GOLDEN LEGEND OF Longmans, Green 
JACOBUS DE VORAGINE 


Here, translated and adapted from the Latin, are the lives of the Saints 
arranged according to the Church Calendar. This volume comprises Part I, which goes 
as far as June 30th. Part II will complete the year. The authors, both widely known 
scholars and translators, have used the fine Latin text and the book is an easy read- 
ing translation that may well be used for popular day to day meditation or study. A 
good book for schools, libraries, as it also supplies information about the seasons, 
etc. (Published) $3.00 


Sargent, Daniel CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS Bruce 


One of the most versatile writers of the Catholic Revival of literature, 
Sargent has chosen a subject well suited to his style although it is utterly unrelated 
to anything he has previously done. With fictional ease and pace, this story of 
Columbus and his times is colorful and exciting reading. The customs, intrigues, am- 
bitions, hopes and fears of the rulers and rivals are fully detailed. Good biography, 
good history. (Published) $2.50 


Whalen, Doran GRANITE FOR GOD'S HOUSE Sheed & Ward 


Here is the life story of a great convert, a born reactionary who after 
searching in many fields for spiritual satisfaction found it and a life work as a lay- 
man, Orestes Augustus Brownson. Before entering the Catholic Church, Brownson played 
an important part in various Protestant groups; he collaborated with the social-moral 
experiments of Fanny Wright and Dale Owen. He was a prime mover in several Presidential 
Elections - he led the New England literary movement of Emerson, etc.,until, ostracized, 
he turned to the Church. Fearless, he was in open conflict with many of the great of 
his times, whether politician or archbishop or the Church itself. Vigorous, vital and 
balanced portrait of a great man and a great thinker. (Published) $3.75 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No, 10 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Bua 


Klem, Grace MIKE AND HIS NEIGHBORS Doubleday, Doran 


In running strip illustration in color, with accompanying captions, the 
story is told of a black and white cocker, a lovable nuisance, not only to his own 
household, but to the neighbors and the store keepers and the school teachers in the 
suburban community where he lived. But when a baby came to his household, his over- 
abundant energies found a purpose in life - and he stayed at home. Cunning book, with 
circumstances familiar to even picture book age youngsters. (8/8) $1. 00 


Fry, Rosalie K. BANDY BOY'S TREASURE ISLAND Dutton 


The author-artist of Ladv-Bug, etc., has done a stocking book size picture 
book about a lame beetle, with explorer ambitions. His curiosity urges him to go 
treasure hunting on an isiand; his handicap keeps him at home until he finds a toy boat 

ap left behind by some children. When he finds a blue marble, his joy is complete. Good 
book-making job, clarity of type face, of reproduction. (Published) $ .75 


Hoke, Helen, text by MAJOR AND THE KITTEN Holt 
Thorne, Diana, tllustrator 


. Major was an old St. Bernard, who had never had his chance at youth. A 


kitten was thrust into his household and he, behind his owner's back, undertook to 
discipline the kitten and show him his place in the house. Enchanting pictures in full 


color and a story out of the routine should make this easy selling. (9/15) $2.00 
Farrow, Dorothy Parmlee LITTLE BROWN HEN Macmillan 
. In both text and pictures (by Frank Dobias) this book is very successful 


in catching. the feel of an old folk tale. The Little Brown Hen had invited her friend 
the Snowshoe Rabbit to dinner. On the way the rabbit fell in with Red Fox, and in ter- 
ror of his own life, betrayed his friend and let the fox take bits of white fur in an 
effort to disguise himself and so get into the house of the little hen. Fortunately, 
the bat in the chimney gives warning and the woodsman saves the day. (8/26).——~ $1.00 


Bianco, Margery, text by FRANZI AND GIZI Messner 
Loeffler, Gisella, tllustrator 


The combination of Margery Bianco as story teller with the work of this 
newly discovered Czech artist makes an effective book. Brilliant peasant artillustrates 
the story of two middle Europe peasant children and a wholesomely eventful day in 

ae the forest. Personally, I should have liked it to be more specifically one country or 
another, with characteristics reflecting peasant life, a life that has no reality today 
but that needs to be restored and preserved. As it stands, the text, while it has more 
meat than the average picture book text, and the children seem more real, might be any-~ 
where anytime. The pictures are beautifully reproduced and are characteristic of 


middle Europe peasant art. (9/7?) $2.00 
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%\Hoke, Helen/ THE FUZZY KITTEN Messner 


ees 







Teichner, Miria 


eel 





* This season's first candidate for Pat the Bunnv market, a book with a good 
chance for commercial success, and with a better chance for library sales than Pat the 
Bunnv since it is not so definitely a toy book. There's a continuous, though very 
simple story of a vain kitten who was so conceited that he thought he was more beau- 
tiful than anyone else. In every picture of the kitten there's a soft texture finish 
which actually can be felt - until the kitten tumbles into a tub of water in his ef- 
fort to see himself better. He emerges dripping and no longer fuzzy and beautiful; 
his pride takes a tumble too, and when his fluffiness comes back, he realizes that his 
beauty is not imperishable. So there's a moral to the tale - plus the sensory value | 
which makes it fun with two and three year olds, who are old enough to like the story 
too. Meg Wohlberg, whose pictures you remember in Flijah the Fishbite, is the illus- 


trator. (9/7?) £1.00 
Chalmers, Audrey FANCY BE GOOD Viking 
* Now this is definitely a small children's book - and the central] theme is 


not unlike Simpson and Sampson. The twins this time are kittens, one is bad and one 
is good, and the bad one is sent away to a farm where he learns his lesson from the 
cows and the hens and the other farm creatures who just wont be put upon. He runs 
away and comes home, and he is so good that the gardener and the cook and the family 
don't recognize him at first - and then welcome him joyfully. Darling pictures and a 
story that even a two year old will follow with understanding. (248) 51.00 
q 15 
Leaf, Munro & Lawson, Robert SIMPSON AND SAMPSON Viking 


Are Munro Leaf's name, plus Robert Lawson's beautiful pictures sufficient 
to warrant wide popularity for this new venture, which I personally, felt much too 
adult in its conception, its execution and its humor for small children. It lacks 
the simplicity of Ferdinand - and even “erdinand, in its implications, had its adult 
side. Simpson and Sampson were twins, ome very good, one very bad, so that it made it 
difficult for their mother who didn't know when orwhom to punish. And when they grew 
up, one went through the country righting wrongs, the other wronging rights - and 
achieving quite other results from what they set out to do. The final test came in a 
tournament, a trial by arms; they helped each other out - and ultimately they patched 
up the quarrel, for they couldn't remember what it was about anyhow. Judge for your- 
self - is this a book for children, or a book adults will buy using children as an 


excuse? (9/?) o|%) $1.50 
y Ts 

McCloskey, Robert MAKE WAY FOR DUCKLINGS Viking 

. I've seen only three double spreads and the text of this picture book by 


the author~-artist of Lent1l ~ but I'm sure it is going to be an enchanting and very 
original book. Mr. Mallard thinks the Boston Public Gardens would be a nice place to 
raise a family; but Mrs. Mallard is afraid of the swan boats, though the peanuts tempt 
her too. So she makes her nest near the River Charles, and agrees to meet Mr. Mallard 
in the Public Gardens when the ducklings -have had some training. The time comes; she 
sets out with the ducklings stringing along behind her. It takes the Boston police de- 
partment to get them across the streets, but get there they do, and reach the Public 


Garden pond in safety. Junior Guild selection. (8/18) $2.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


Hoffman, Ruth & Helen LITTLE ARAB ALI Lippincott 


Story of a Bedouin boy of Iraq, a camel boy who saves the herd of camels 


for his tribe. It was through his understanding friendship for one of the camels that 
he was able to win a chance to be a hero. The authors (also artists) are known through 


We Married an Englishman, etc. Timely interest in Iraq. (9/9) $1.00 
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Merwin, Decie PARACHUTE PUP Lippincott 


, This is a very original story, with a topical interest. Two boys, reading 
of parachutes, decide to make one for themselves. To test it out, from the barn, they 
harness their pup to it - an unexpected gust of wind pi¢ks up the whole contraption and 
the pup goes a-travelling. He comes to no harm, is rescued by a quick-witted boy, and 
the publicity he gets restores him to his owners. Decie Merwin has made the pictures - 
almost too pretty for so virile an adventure - but very attractive. Nice job of re- 
production in two tones. (8/27) $1.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 
Hathaway, Cynthia TWO BRIDGETS Doubleday, Doran 


This is one of those competent books with good Americana material which 
somehow doesn't seem to come alive. The story is based on presumably authentic letters 
written in childhood by a little girl of long ago who had the courage to go with her 
sick father to a far frontier, and to send back reports to her mother back home in York 


state. Her great grand-daughter had been named for her - but it was only when she 
heard the story and read the letters that she could be reconciled to her name. Pelagie 
Doane has made charming illustrations for the story. (@*#2% Ges” $1.00 
Norling, Jo & Ernest POGO'S HOUSE: The Story of Lumber Henry Holt 


Pogo was John's dog and when John wanted to build Pogo a house of his own, 
he set about it by going to the carpenter for lumber. The carpenter sent him to the 
woods, and from that point on he learned, step by step, the story of lumber, —- the 
cutting down of trees, the work in the lumber camp, in the saw mill etc. Told in brief 
text and pictures for eight and nine year olds. (9/5) $1.00 


Flexner, Hortense CHIPPER Stokes 


This is good introductory material to a point of view about small wild 
creatures, rather than to actual facts about them. Actually, it is a story - but it 
really happened, so is included under Fact Books. Chipper was a chipmunk, who liked 
to play better than to store up food for winter. His curiosity about the giants in his 
world led him to investigate humans, and he made friends who fed him the seeds which 
were his favorite food, and gave him enough for the winter stores. Finally, when he 
was convinced he had tamed these particular giants, he brought his family. The Wyncie 
King illustrations are done from the chipmunk's viewpoint. (9/17) $1.00 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 


Gray Wolf, Peter GRAY WOLF STORIES Caxton 


This is a reprint of a collection published by Macmillan in 1921, now re- 
issued in somewhat more sturdy format, under this imprint, which indicates - to Western 
market - sound authentic Western material. The stories stem back to scattered Indian 
tribes, as Gray Wolf tells Boy tales told by the old men of the tribes. Tales of the 
wonders of nature, of legends which explain the hows and whys, the Indian version of 
creation, etc. Stone age culture preserved in the American Indian of yesterday. 


Animals (particularly Coyote) and men and gods all play their parts. Brief bibliography. 
$1.50 


Carr, Mary Jane TOP OF THE MORNING Crowell 


Collection of realistic verses for small children, best used by adults and 
read aloud as the subject matter ties in with incidents and factors or everyday life. 
Poems about children and animals and daily activities. No particular distinction as 
verse - but pleasant. Illustrated by Henrietta Jones Moon. (Ble 


q $1.50 
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Wing, Camilla THE SHINY SCOOP & THE STRING BEAN HORSE Dannie Books, 
Excelsior, Minnesota 


These are useful books in a series introducing nutrition fundamentals to 
children. The author knows how to make a story about nutritional values of vegetables 
and fruits, through Dannie's adventures with his new little friends. Might be useful 
with children who have food phobias, but as first steps in the science of nutrition, 
it is a bit saccharine. Text-book look in format and illustrations. (Published) $1.00 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Hogeboom, Amy GAY KILTIES OF CAPE BRETON Dutton 


Remember Treasure of Gaspesv, one of the loveliest looking books of its 
season? Here the author-artist who created that book has done a book for somewhat 
older children, a story of some children of Cape Breton (Canada's Maritime Provinces 
and not far from the Gaspe). Through the backgrounds of the children one learns of 
the survival of old ways among the descendants today of Scottish and French settlers. 
Plenty of incident, good background, but lacks the build-up to a focus which most 
youngsters need in fiction. Through the chapters she has managed to include a good 
deal of legend and history. Nice illustrations by the author. (Published) F2.00 


Foldes, Jolanda RUDI FINDS A WAY Lippincott 


I wonder if this is a relative of Jolan Foldes, who won the All-Nations 
prize some years ago with Street of the "tshing Cat? Must be - but she needs a good 
drilling to make the bridge from amateurishness to professional writing. Here is a 
fantastic and incredible adventure story of a middle-aged, set-in-his-way bachelor 
banker, a Hungarian, and his schoolboy nephew, who finds he has to take things in hand 
when misadventure strands them in Italy, virtually penniless. Weeks of earning their 
way by various means matures the boy, and puts new zest for life into the uncle. And 
incidentally they manage to see a good deal of Italy, of North Africa and of the 
waters around them. (8/21) $1.50 


Eberle, Irmengarde TOWN WITHOUT GROWN-UPS Messner 


This is a more pretentious undertaking than Irmengarde Eberle has previous- 
ly undertaken, and is not quite so successful, though the purpose back of it is deserv- 
ing of more success than, perhaps, the substance of the book will give it. Through a 
story of the children of a small town and of the two young toughs who lead them astray - 
and of what happens when responsibility is thrust upon them and they have to run the 
town without grown-ups, a good deal of the spirit of communal activity and organiza- 
tion is suggested. Democracy in action. Scissor cut illustrations by Elsie Gilbert. 

(9/1) $2.00 


Lloyd, Marion PENNY AND PETER OF THE ISLAND Messner 


Here's a story of Dominica, where Penny's father is connected with the 
famous botanical gardens, and Peter's father is the white chief of police. With few 
white children on the island, these two are thrown together, but it takes some time - 
and numerous tests - to prove to Peter that a girl can be a good sport. There's a 
slight mystery element, as Penny receives mysterious messages, each one taking her on 
new adventure in order to find the missing shells of a necklace. The lush quality of 


the tropical background is well portrayed by the illustrations by Agnes Tait. (9 or 10) 
$2.00 
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Scott - Moncrieff, Ann AUNTIE ROBBO Viking 
a A lively, capricious and perhaps a touch daft story of l1l-year old Hector 


and his high-handed and high-hearted Auntie Robbie, 81 - and of their haphazard odyd- 
sey across Scotland when they strike out for independence from Hector's imperious 
step-mother. They collect three Cockney children en route - they are intercepted and 
escape again - they buy a tinker's cart and travel on - and eventually they reach a 


haven in an island off the coast. Mischievous, engaging story - vocabulary a bit be- 


yond the age interest of the story, but enough story to carry it. (olf) $2.00 
FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Edwards, Dorothy Lee ALL ABOUT ELEPHANTS Dutton 


The editor of the Juntor Natural History Magazine has brought together 
all information of interest to youngsters about elephants, and, in straightforward but 


not particularly alluring fashion, presented the facts. Excellent photographs. (Publ.) 
$1.50 
Kaula, Edna B. GROWING UP IN NEW ZEALAND Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


Too bad this isn't better, for I know of very little available material 
on New Zealand and there is increasing importance in filling in factual background on 
the colonial parts of the British Empire. The facts are there, there is a good sense 
of the round of life, city and country, of scenery, of school days, of holidays, of 
the activities and games, the country dances, the things that are a part of New 
Zealand boys' and girls' lives as distinctive from American children. A good deal of 
legend and history is worked into the story. The one thing that hurts it materially 
is a recurrent noteof condescension, of talking-down to the readers. Line drawings. 


(6/1) $1.50 
Lee, Joseph HOW TO SAIL A BOAT Waverly House 
. This is excellent in a specialized field - through repetition and simple 


straightforward statement, the author, himself an experienced teacher, shows anyone 
the fundamental ABC's of sailing. One blank leaf section holds a paper model boat, 
for demonstration. There are the things you have to know, the things you would find 
it nice to know (including terminology), and the three points that must never be for- 
gotten. Then there's a brief section on four important knots. And lists of gear, 
supplies, etc. Done in diagram drawings and text. Spiral binding. (Published) $.75 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 


Crownfield, Gertrude ANGELIQUE Crowell 


Evangeline is required reading at an age when little background of the 
history of England and France in relation to Canada and the Maritime Provinces is 
known. Consequently, it often emerges as a disassociated item of information - the 
Acadians were uprooted and sent to’scattered parts of the colonies. Here is a good 
story of another young Acadian maiden, and one gets in some detail enough of the his- 
torical background to make both this story and Evangeline more interesting. Adventure 
history and a touch of romance. Illustrated by Gertrude Lehman. (8/29) $2.00 


Greg¢é, Alan HIDDEN WINGS MYSTERY Doubleday, Doran 


A follow-up, though not necessarily a sequel, to Winged Mystery. Another 
adventure story for boys with plenty of hijacking and blackjacking. Young Conroy is 
made provisory deputy for the U.S. Border Control to run to ground a band of alien 
smugglers (dope and diamonds this time). High speed action and slugging. (8/8) $1.75 
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Treadgold, Mary "LEFT TILL CALLED FOR" Doubleday, Doran 


Topical tale - lively and good reading, in a story of an Anglo-French 
island in the English Channel, and of two children who helped block the Nazis after 
its occupation. Caroline and Mick are accidentally left behind when the family escape 
to England; they hide out in the cave of their Pony Club, they arrange an escape with 
the aid of a French boy whose father they suspect of fifth column activities and then 
change their plans when they find that Mick can do an important job for the English 
secret service. Not exceptional - but so timely that it has a better than average 


chance. (045) 9/19 $2.00 
Lansing, Marion - NICHOLAS ARNOLD, TOOLMAKER Doubleday, Doran 


Fictionization of actual people and events, solidish sort of reading for 
boys interested in origins of industrial machinery in America. Thirteen year old 
Nicholas gets a chance to apprentice himself to a Pawtucket ironmonger and finds him- 
self in the very beginning of power spinning when it was smuggled into this country 
during the English industria] revolution. With his dead father's unfinished invention 
of multiple manufacturing machines the basis of his secret ambition, he makes the most 
of opportunities that come his way. He gets into trouble and out again; he meets 
Jefferson, sees Washington, works with Eli Whitney, and eventually plays a part in 
supplying the government with guns. Illustrated by Armstrong Sperry. i a $2.00 


rs 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth YOU SHALL HAVE A CARRIAGE Macmillan 


Story of the river bottom lands in the deep south, of how a flood brought 
destitution to many and opportunity to a youth and his mother, who took a long chance 
and acquired possession of a plantation infinitely better than the scrubby place that 
had been destroyed by flood. A curse hung over the plantation and they undertook to 
lay the ghost and to rebuild relations with their people. Not a wholly convincing 


story - nor is it up to the best of Miss Coatsworth's work. Ill'‘'d by Henry Pitz. 
(9/30) $2.00 


Larssen, Pedar OFFSHORE GOLD Macmillan 


An adventure fishing story of a venture undertaken in the waters off the 
Northwest for shark. Two youths take the long chance of investing all their small 
capital and setting themselves up in the game, against experienced men who feel that 
the business belongs to them. There's the build-up for a mystery more involved than 
the ultimate solution seems to be, but in the process there is a good adventure talé, 
which boys who like deep sea fishing will find particularly enthralling. (9/9) $1.50 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


Untermeyer, Louis STARS TO STEER BY Harcourt, Brace 


This is an excellent collection, resulting from a careful testing process 
of talking things over with the age boys and girls for whom it is intended. Untermeyer 
sets out to let them prove to themselves that poetry isn't all taboo, that it has a 
place, fits needs, moods, points of view, that there is something for everyone. And, 
in presenting his selections ~ covering a wide range, new and old, - he has connecting 
comments, as if he were actually talking to his readers as he goes along. Practical 
aspects - the inclusion of recordings where available, good cross indexing, etc. I 
think he makes a mistake in footnoting definitions - it gives a distinctly textbooky 
feel to the book, and in the early teens, young people like to get the sense of word 
meanings through context or by their own investigations, rather than by definitions 
foisted up on them. Unusually attractive format, with nice line drawings by Dorothy 


Dayle@. (8/28) \/ $2.50 
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Gill, Richard C. & Hoke, Helen * THE OTHER AMERICA Houghton, Mifflin 


* This is a more mature book than Mabel Pyne's Little History of the U.S. 
but an excellent follow-up book on that. Once again, in pictures and successfully 
condensed text, the outline history of the country in question is told. The authors 
have brought their information into focus, so that anyone who wants a birdseye view 

of the intricate history of our neighbors to the south will find this a first step. 
First, from the days of discovery on to virtually the present, the history is sketched; 
then each successive country is summarized, with salient facts about occupations, etc. 
Accompanying the text at top and bottom of each page, double spread, the pictures 
(over 400 in all) make this one of the most effectively decorative books of the cur- 
rent season. The artist is Manuel Rivera Regalado. The end papers show the South 
America of the days before revolution; the South America of today - in gorgeous color- 


ing. EMdorsed by the Pan American Union, with foreword by their librarian. (9/7?) 
$2.-75— ° 
2ef 


Perry, Josephine THE RUBBER INDUSTRY Longmans, Green 


The best of this America at Work series, and particularly timely with the 
problem of rubber uppermost in the headlines. Discovery, early development of raw 
rubber, beginnings of plantation rubber, processing, substitutions, chances for Brazil 
recapturing the rubber market. Excellent photographic illustrations. (876) $1.50 

i ae 


Fast, Howard LORD BADEN+POWELL OF THE BOY SCOUTS : Messner 


¥ This is a biography that should not be confined to junior readers, for 

from the start the character and achievements of Baden-Powell capture the imagination 
of the reader, and the handling of the dramatic story is all that one could ask. I 
have been trying to put a finger on the adult life that appeared a year or so ago, 

but with no luck. So I cannot reenforce my memory of that as a biography that pre- 
sented the facts and that seemed to drain them of the drama inherent in them. If 
Raden-Powell had died at sixty, he would have gone down as one of the most exciting 
characters in 19th century English history; a man whose career holds much of the glamor 
of a Lord Roberts or a Lawrence or an Allenby. Today, America knows him better for his 
share in the launching of the Boy Scout movement, and it is to this part of his life 
that the last few chapters of the book are devoted. A book which should be required 
reading for every scout, and which should prove no hardship to any boy who likes red- 
blooded adventure and a character who symbolizes all he admires. Fast has a sense of 


story, and at the same time a real appreciation of character. Ill'd by R. Busoni. 
(9/7?) $2.50 


Burnett, Constance THE SHOEMAKER'S SON: Btography of Hans Christian Andersen 
Random House 


’ Competent biography, from all angles, and a grand story in itself. An 
engrossing, moving and fully rounded biography of the gentle, eager, wistful boy who 
fought for half a lifetime against rejection and the ridicule of the world. It is a 
sad story, of the ludicrously garbed, awkward, homely child, who left home at 14, de- 
termine@ to win fame on the stage. Of his years in Copenhagen, trying and failing; 
of his chance at schooling, in his late teens. Then of his writing and success, of 
his friends, of the failure to win the love he needed so profoundly. The Proudfit 
life, The Ugly Duckling, which appeared some years ago, was a good one. But this has 
even more sense of pace and ability to spin a good story around an interesting figure. 
Illustrated with photographs and woodcuts by Fritz Kredel. Junior Guild. (9/9) $2.50 
I< 
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FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 
Wadsworth, L.A. THE SHADOW BIRD MYSTERY Farrar & Rinehart 


Good yarn of Oregonian lumber mills, with boys in their late teens sharing 
adventure, and helping - while working for the lumber company - in unravelling the 
mystery of some missing wills. There is Sandy, heir to the company's millions; there 
is “irt, his best friend, whose father has been accused of misappropriation of funds. 

(9/18) $2.00 


Tunis, John R. WORLD SERIES Harcourt, Brace 


This is a sequel to The K1d from Tomkinsville, - a story of Kid Tucker, in 
the World Series. It is definitely (and almost solely) intended for junior baseball 
fans, and Tunis has attempted to give the feel of the team, of the training period, 
of the excitement of the series. Somehow, it lacks the zest of the earlier book, and ,;. 


reads more like a scissors and paste job, fitted into the skeleton of a story. (et2er</ // 
$2.00 


Montgomery, Rutherford ICEBLINK Henry Holt 


The Barrows, bleak district near the Arctic Circle, and a period of famine, 
when any effort to help the tribe is important - such is the background for the story 
of a youth whose efforts seemed to fail through carelessness, and who was put out on 
his own, to prove his manhood. A vigorous and convincing picture of the far north, 
plenty of incident, and - towards the close - a rather unexpected touch of romance, 
which wont spoil its chances with older boys but may enhance it with girls. (9/5)#2.00 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction 
Burch, Gladys RICHARD WAGNER Who Followed a Star Henry Holt 


This is a difficult undertaking and Miss Burch has successfully carried 
out what she planned, - a composite picture of a great man, with no actual evasion of 
the unsavory aspects of his life, and of his work. Wagner's boyhood, his erratic 
education and yet more erratic early career; the start of his musical ambitions and 
his strange training to that end; a lifetime of battle for recognition, for financial 
security, for emotional security. His marital turmoil - and the solution of his emo- 
tional problems with Cosima, daughter of one friend, wife of another, and the almost 
incredible feat of sustaining relations with both of them. The episode with Ludwig 
of Bavaria, which ensured him the financial backing he needed, but introduced new com- 
plications into his life. And into this complex picture, the musical career is inter- 
laced, with detailed accounts of the greatest of his operas brought in quite naturally, 
as he himself developed, experienced and observed them. Here, in one volume, is a 
biography of Wagner which most adults will find adequate for their needs, and which 
young music students will thoroughly enjoy. Not a psychological study, but a -straight- 
forward biography. (9/5) $37 00— 
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Erskine, John SONG WITHOUT WORDS: The Story of Felix Mendelssohn Messner 


Here is musical biography of quite a different nature from the one above,- 
a musician and critic appraising another musician, and never quite keeping himself out 
of the picture. Erskine does not attempt to tell a consecutive, routine story of 
Felix Mendelssohn. He approaches it from the viewpoint of phases of his career, he 
has studied letters and diaries and contemporary critical commentaries - and appraises 
and reports his career from these various angles. The result is that instead of a 
straightforward record, one builds up a rounded picture through various eyes, and 
almost unconsciously absorbs the modern critical approach to Mendelssohn's achievements 
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and personality. There is more real depth and quality to the biography than in the 
ordinary biography for young people, but it demands more concentration on the part of 


the young reader than is usual. Market primarily young musicians. (8/?) $2.50 
Shakespeare, William A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM Viking 
Robinson, Thomas P. edtted by AS YOU LIKE IT 


THE TAMING OF THE SHREW 


This should prove very useful for schools and for groups interested in 
little theatre production, adult or junior. Not books for students of Shakespeare 
though the somewhat expurgated form may succeed in catching the interest of young 
people who have steered clear of the original form. The most valuable contribution Mr. 
Robinson makes, however, is in the amplification of stage directions, the notes on pro- 
duetion, on characterization, interpretation, settings and costumes. (O77) tol $1.50 each 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Myers, John Myers THE HARP AND THE BLADE Dutton 


A tale of mid-10th century France, written in present-day language. A 
grand tale of Finnian, Irish minstrel, who was caught up in the fierce fighting among 
Danes, Franks and rapacious barons on the one side, and an occasional baron, eager for 
an island of peace and a chance to raise his crops and better his vassals, on the other. 
I found it fascinating reading. (For full report see page 261) (7/3) $2.50 


O'Hara, Mary MY FRIEND FLICKA Lippincott 


The story of a boy and a yearling filly, and of how each helped the other 
through to greater depth and greater maturity. The setting is a Western ranch, de- 
voted to horse breeding, and keeping just ahead of the sheriff, and there's plenty of 


action, a vigorous picture of ranch activities, etc. (Full report, page 262)(8/20) 
$2.50 


Lawson, Robert I DISCOVER COLUMBUS Little, Brown 


I liked this better than Ben and Me, its satire is more pointed, its humor 
more subtle. Definitely a debunking of the story of Columbus, and a picture of an am- 
bitious map maker, spurred on to attempt the crossing of the seas by the parrot, Aurelio, 
blown by hurricane from Central America to Spain. A vigorous tale of the voyage, of 
Columbus seasick in his cabin, or stranded on a tropical island, unwilling to go on, 
afraid to go back. Entertaining spoof, delightfully illustrated. (Reviewed for adults 
too in this issue, page 292) (9/10) $1.50 


Rhys, John Llewelyn ENGLAND IS MY VILLAGE Reynal & Hitchcock 


This should have much the same sort of appeal to thoughtful younger readers 
as Wind, Sand and Stars. Here, again, is the record of a young pilot, though this time 
told in the form of short stories, built around personal experiences and actual events. 
He goes beyond the external experience of flight to seek out its inner meaning but in 
his interpretation reflects the psychology of thoughtful youth. (For fuller report, 
see page 205). (Published) $2.00 


Lutes, Della T. COUNTRY SCHOOLMA'AM Little, Brown 


A revealing and entertaining picture of rural America at school, a genera- 
tion ago, through the experiences of a girl, who at sixteen, with inadequate training, 
got her first job teaching in a rural school. Her experiences in successive schools, 
living in the homes of various parents, and making up for her lack of matter, by her 
zest for teaching, her love of people. (For full report, see page 250)(8/14) $2.00 














